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on the strength of the Iqtrab are either false or greatly exaggerated ; that the passages correctly quoted do not in the least show that they are intended to excite people to rebellion, and that the object of the work Is to show that the so-called Mehdi of Soudan is not the true Mehdi, so as to prevent people from considering 'him the true Mehdi or Mujadad or aiding him, and that those who represent this work as being favourable to the Mehdi have been either the victims of misapprehension or have purposely tried to deceive Government.
The critics of the Nawab also support the charge of inciting the people to rebellion from similar quotations from other works written by the Nawab, but as our article .deals in an exhaustive manner, and is not confined to the discussion of the four works in question, we need not refer to them on this occasion. We feel sure that those who carefully and impartially consider our remarks will no longer credit the Nawab with any intention of inciting the people against the Government. We have also every reason to believe that the Government and its official ( if they have been imposed upon by the misrepresentations of the Nawab's critics) will, after a careful and sympathetic consideration of our remarks, no longer entertain any doubt as to his loyalty,
We also think it our religious duty ( because the prophet says it is religion to give good advice ) to say that if these writings are the cause of the Nawab being deprived of his title and salute, the Government will, if they consider this defence satisfactory, restore the Nawab Consort to his former position, as the title and salute was not conferred on him because he was in any way entitled to them, but in consideration of the loyal services rendered by Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal at critical times, and therefore, in case of the Nawab being innocent of the charge of disloyalty it is as necessary to restore the title and salute as it was at first necessary to confer. If, however, Siddiq Hassan Khan has been deprived of his title and salute for any other reason than disloyalty connected with the